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The space the child lives



Learning 
continuum

Continuum diagram from 
Learning, playing and 
interacting. Qualifications and 
Curriculum Development 
Agency UK



Where I 
came to life 
and held 
onto it

- What I felt at 
the time

- What did I 
prefer

- What was I 
doing, why?



¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ 
unwittingly captures 
important play details:
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ ǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ
Å steeply sloping old pits and 

spoil heaps, 
Å with a rich assembly of 

shrubs, herbs and 
invertebrates, including 
twenty-seven butterfly 
species.

Å There is some mature 
woodland with beech, yew, 
ash and whitebeam,

Å together with a hedge and 
areas of scrub.

Å There are eight orchid 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦέ

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aston_Clin
ton_Ragpits

My early 
childhood in 
nature

What I felt at the 
time
- escape
- immersion
- absorption
- comfort
- privacy
- discovery
- possibility
- timelessness
- times and people 

past

- What I preferred
- what was I doing, 

why?



My early 
childhood 
in nature

What I preferred

- ups and downs
- old tracks, traces
- hidden turns
- neglected plants
- derelict stuff
- run down hedges
- multiple routes
- bird song
- wild food
- farm animals
- stream banks
- orchards
- old barns
- solitude



My early 
childhood 
in nature

What was I 
doing, why?

- escaping to my 
space

- doing what made 
me feel good

- being me

- Why? The other 
reality hurt



Outcome 1 

Life-long learning, 
teaching

- archaeology & 
ancient history via 
Chemistry

- landscape 
ecology, 
architecture

- cultural landscape 
Χ

- bringing up next 
generation of 
children



Outcome 2
Needing to find 
out more 

The city densifies 
while the cracks 
close on relictual
play

By John Clemens & 
Shelley Egoz 

Talk delivered 10 
years ago (pre-EQs) 
at NZILA 
Conference 
Auckland, April 
2008

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
10 years later?



A working 
title: The 
space the 
child lives

Different from:

the space in which the 
child lives, or that the 
child experiences 
(quantifiable, separate from child)

the space in which 
adults live, or experience

can an adult understand 
their own former lived 
space? Can an adult 
ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
lived space (enough)? Paul & Jean Ritter 

The free family 
1959



Can an adult 
understand 
even their 
own former 
lived space: 
space, time 
travel?

LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
(and how well?) our own 
experience as a child. Also hard to 
restore old landscapes and have 
them read as they were originally 
ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ς
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ 
viewed the world in the past.



Hard to go back and see 

how much is different 

(physically) or different 

emotionally from how we 

remembered.



Can an adult 
enter 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
lived space?

Examples from 
those who have 
tried (2-3 in bold 
mentioned here):

Sørensen

Kevin Lynch

Roger Hart

Robin Moore

Edensor

Armstrong



Roger Hart 

Child rights academic, 
City University, NY

άaȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ 
areas are in the 
Netherlands where 
landscape designers 
are making wild lands 
for children in urban 
areas. Instead of 
manicured parks, they 
just let the land go 
wild with woods and 
ƭƻƴƎ ƎǊŀǎǎΦέ

Childrenôs environments research group http://cergnyc.org/portfolio/revisiting-childhood



/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
experience of 
place
1978 study of 4-11 year-olds

άΧƳŀƴȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
experience of place 
cannot be discovered by 
ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎέ

άŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘέ ǘǊƛŜŘ όōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 
altogether successfully)

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
engagement with the 
environment
...discovering knowledge 
of, and feelings for, places



Attempting 
to enter the 
space the 
child lives

ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ 
as one asks a child to 
reflect upon their 
environment, thought 
breaks down the unity 
of experience. It 
objectifies the 
environment, 
separating the child 
from his or her world. 

The ecological-field 
approach could not offer a 
valid holistic picture p 13

ά{ƻΣ L ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ 
reflect upon my 
own childhood 
experiences of 
places, 

and secondly, I 
decided to share as 
fully as possible 
with my children 
their direct 
experiences of 
places. 

!ǎ ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
of course frowned 
ǳǇƻƴΦέ



What did Hart 
discover?

Children had their own 
path networks

-Secret and independent of 
adult routes

-άǎƘƻǊǘ-Ŏǳǘǎέ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ 
when they are long-cuts

-inhabiting the paths is the 
point

-not for getting from A to B

-most adults are avoided 

-unless let children watch 
activities, or elderly people 
who talk with the children

Children have preferred places

-children can describe some 
places when asked; but many 
more small places for different 
usescan be shown

-rivers, lakes, ponds, streams, 
wildlife, woods (also feared)

-anywhere forbidden: sand piles, 
quarries, abandoned buidings

-small patches of dirt

-hiding places and vantage points

-close to home range, no 
restrictions, no manicuring, with 
loose parts for building



Children usetheir 
places 

- time alone, quietly resting, 
watching, dabbling in 
water/sand

- lots of time building places 
for themselves

- Many self-ōǳƛƭǘ άƘƻǳǎŜǎέ 
simply found places, little 
physical modification, 
furnished with imagination

Children in (newer, safer) suburban 
areas over-provided with 
prescriptive toys/play equipment, 
denied opportunities to develop 
environmental competence



Why?

- substantiate own 
existence

- make sense of 
places through 
naming and sharing

- Interactional 
learning about 
themselves in 
relation to the 
environment 



Robin Moore

Professor Moore, 
international authority 
on the design of 
children's play and 
learning environments

1986 Childhood's Domain

1988 Play for All Guidelines

1993 Plants for Play


