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Little Kiwis Nature Play Conference

Christchurch 9 March 2018
Take me outside connecting children and parks

John Clemens
The space the child lives
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Unstructured Child-initiated play Focused learning Highly structured
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Play without Adulf support for an Adult-guided, playful Adult-directed,
adult support enabling environment,and  experiential activities little or no play
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Continuum diagram from
Learning, playing and

interacting. Qualifications and

Curriculum Development
Agency UK

sensitive interaction




Where |

came to lifel
and held

onto it

- What | felt at
the time

- What did |
prefer

- What was |
doing, why?
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My early . N unwittingly captures
childhood In
nature
What | felt at the
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What | preferred
what was | doing,
why?
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childhood
What | preferred
- ups and downs

- old tracks, traces
- hidden turns

- neglected plants
- derelict stuff

- run down hedges §
- multiple routes

- bird song
- wild food

- farm animals
- stream banks
- orchards

- old barns

- solitude




me feel good
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What was |
doing, why?

- escaping to my
- being me




Outcome 1

|

Life-long learning,
teaching

- archaeology &
ancient history via
Chemistry

- landscape
ecology,
architecture

- cultural landscape
X

- bringing up next
generation of
children




Outcome 2

Needing to find
out more

FIGURE 8-6 ONE WEEK OF ACTIVITY (FROM GEOGRAHPICAL DIARIES) ENID (6:4

The city densifies
while the cracks
close orrelictual

play

By John Clemens &
Shelley Egoz

Talk delivered 10
years ago (pr&Qs)
at NZILA
Conference
Auckland, April
2008 .
{2 6KI0GQa OKIy3ISR
10 years later?




A working
title: The

space the
child lives

Different from:

the space in which the
child lives, or that the

child experiences
(quantifiable, separate from child)

the space in which
adults live, or experience

can an adult understand
their own former lived
space? Can an adult
SYUSNI 20KSNJ OKAf RNBYy Q4

lived space (enough)’? Paul & Jean Ritter

The free family
1959
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Can an adul 5,,: Yy -
understand 49 A i
even their

own former

lived space:

space, time

travel?

d
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(and how well?) our own
experience as a child. Also hard tc
restore old landscapes and have
them read as they were originally
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viewed the world in the past.



Hard to go back and see
how much is different
(physically) or different
emotionally from how we
remembered.




Examples from
those who have
tried (2-3 in bold

mentioned here):

Srensen
Kevin Lynch
Roger Hart
Robin Moore

Edensor

s gy A
AT .\;"QP:YI’"

Armstrong




Roger Hart

~ Child rights academic,

~ City University,
P MY -

~for children in urban

o~

* areas.Instead of | "

* manicured parks, theyj

j,q'sgt"leﬁhe,laind go
‘wild with woods and 5
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Childrendéds environments research g-chiddbopd htt p:// cergnyc. org/ portfoliolre
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experience of ‘
place

1978 study of 411 yearolds
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experience of place |
cannot be discovered by |
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engagement with the o
environment S
...discovering knowledge | o o

of, and feelings for, places



Attempting
to enter the
space the
child lives

G! yTF2NIdzy
as one asks a child to
reflect upon their

environment, thought

breaks down the unity
of experience. It
objectifies the
environment,
separating the child
from his or her world.

The ecologicaiield
approach could not offer a
valid holistic picture p 13

G{2X L OK?2
reflect upon my

own childhood
experiences of
places,

and secondly, |
decided to share as
fully as possible

with my children

their direct
experiences of
places.

la aG{ OASyYyO
of course frowned
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What did Hart
discover?

Children had their own
path networks

-Secret and independent of
adult routes

GaKedliae gt dzSR
when they are longuts

-inhabiting the paths is the
point

-not for getting from A to B

-most adults are avoided

-unless let children watch
activities, or elderly people
who talk with the children

Children have preferred places

-children can describe some
places when asked; but many
én@rg small places for different
usescan be shown

-rivers, lakes, ponds, streams,
wildlife, woods (also feared)

-anywhere forbidden: sand piles,
quarries, abandoned buidings

-small patches of dirt
-hiding places and vantage points

-close to home range, no
restrictions, no manicuring, with
loose parts for building



Childrenusetheir
places

- time alone, quietly resting,
watching, dabbling in
water/sand -
- lots of time building places [ESeaes
for themselves &

- Many selfo dzA £ 1 & K2
simply found places, little
physical modification,
furnished with imagination

Children in (newer, safer) suburban 3
areas oveprovided with :
prescriptive toys/play equipment,

denied opportunities to develop
environmental competence




Why?

- substantiate own
existence

- make sense of
places through

- Interactional
learning about
themselves in
relation to the
environment

:

naming and sharing =
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Robin Moore

Professor Moore,
international authority
on the design of
children's play and
learning environments

1986Childhood's Domain Childhood’s
ain

1988Play for All Guidelines T

1993 Plants for Play

Robin C. Moore



