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Guidance note: creating spaces for nature play

Developing new parks, reserves, or community areas offers multiple opportunities to provide nature play
spaces. Some areas could be left ‘wild’ so that children feel a sense of ‘ownership’ over them. Managed
pockets of natural play spaces could also be designed into pathways. These natural play pockets will offer
space for families to play and rest as they navigate the trails by foot or bike. The more time children play in
an area the more they come to know and love it, which develops a connection and sense of environmental

stewardship.

This table has been put together to help identify the best design ideas for incorporating nature play into
development plans. The table identifies five high-level design ideas and some natural and developed

examples for each.

Ideal design ideas
for nature play

Natural examples

Developed examples

Some areas left ‘wild’

. Grasses not mown/groomed
oDirt paths with puddles

eSmall hills, and banks

elLogs, tree stumps and boulders
eFallen-down trees

eMud, Sand, Soil

eDunes

eLong/tall grass

eNatural materials available

#Bird and insect habitat

eNatural loose parts

eCreate new ‘wild areas’
ePlant new forests
eMake piles of dirt and sand play areas

*Bring in Natural loose parts, tree stumps,
boulders etc

e|nsect hotels
eBird Houses

eInterpretive Signs

Forests, woodlands
and clusters of trees

eLeave existing trees that are good for
climbing/making huts

eNative and fruiting trees
eEdible plants

o‘Loose parts’ available — branches, pine
cones, seed pods

eLong/tall grass

eleave existing riparian planting

eCommunity gardens
ePlant new forests
eNew riparian planting

eWillow-houses

Access to water

+Gently sloping banks
eRocks to climb on

eStones to throw

ePuddles on paths
eStreams, rivers and springs
eMahinga kai

eHabitat for insects, birds and aquatic life

oSteps
eJetties, wharves, bridges and boardwalks

eStormwater management swales

Connectivity by paths,
tracks, wayfinding

*'Wild’ places to make your own path

eBarefoot path

eMeandering cycle and walking tracks




signs

eBridges
oStreet/path signs
eParking

eSome fencing

Places and spaces for
gathering and
activities and
discovery and learning

eForest areas
eRiverbanks

*Open spaces

eNature playgrounds

eToilet facilities

ePicnic tables/benches/seats
eSculpture/art

eParking

eUrban farms

eInterpretive signs and shelters for outdoor
classrooms




