Kia ora [Name],
I’m reaching out because this is an issue that matters to many children, whānau and educators, and your support could really help.
A gap in current ECE regulations is putting nature-based early childhood education at risk, and we need more people to know about it. For many years, families and educators have been asking for a clear legal pathway for safe, high-quality, teacher-led nature-based ECE in Aotearoa.
Around seven years ago, a campaign, petition and submission raised this issue and gained strong public and cross-party support. That work stalled during COVID, but the issue has never gone away.
At the moment, New Zealand ECE regulations do not provide a fit-for-purpose licensing pathway for services that operate primarily in nature. This leaves programmes vulnerable, even when they have qualified teachers, strong health and safety systems, and clear educational purpose.
This is not about lowering standards. It is about changing the regulations so safe, high-quality nature-based ECE can operate legally and transparently in Aotearoa. Nature-based ECE is not for every family or every service, but it is a provision many whānau want and value.
We are trying to build visibility and support before the election. You can help by:
· Reading and sharing the campaign information: https://littlekiwisnatureplay.com/make-room-for-nature-kindy/
· Sharing the campaign with parents, teachers, centre managers, boards and community networks.
· Commenting, posting or tagging people who may care about nature-based learning.
· Asking local MPs or candidates to support a clear regulatory pathway for nature-based ECE.
· Supporting campaign events or public actions where possible.
Every share, conversation and message helps show that this matters.
Ngā mihi,
[Your name]

